Padma Vibhushan

SMT. KUMUDINI LAKHIA (POSTHUMOUS)

Smt. Kumudini Lakhia was a renowned Kathak dancer having a career in dance
spanning over seventy-five years.

2. Born on 17" May, 1930, Smt. Lakhia received her education in Agriculture Science
from University in Allahabad. A journey in dance came to her accidentally at the age of 17
when the famous Indian dancer Shri Ram Gopal offered her a role as his partner; with him
she toured the world and it was this experience which laid the foundation for a holistic
approach to dance and a life-time commitment to this field. She received the Government of
India scholarship to take further training in kathak from the legendary guru Shri Shambhu
Maharaj ji at the Sri Ram Bhartiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi.

3. After a long and successful career as a dancer with performances in over fifty
countries, Smt. Lakhia chose to give up her career as a solo performer to start the
Kadamb Dance Centre in Ahmedabad in 1964, where she focused her energies and vision
on the development of the technique, vocabulary, and repertoire of the Kathak dance.
From a rural and temple background and a stigma of the notch, she has in her long
endeavor for Kathak elevated its place in the social fabric of India and internationally and
given it its rightful place in the ancient classical arts of India. With the help of her
students whom she trained in a rigorous routine, she started choreography and dance
designing in 1973. Her performing company Kadamb has toured extensively around the
world (in more than forty countries) where it has received critical acclaim and
connoisseur's appreciation. An intelligent approach in the themes and its choreography
Kadamb has provided a new dimension to the Kathak dance form. Kadamb Centre for
Dance embodies the India story through her story of Kathak as a dance form.

4. Smt. Lakhia was conferred with 'Padma Shri' in 1987 and 'Padma Bhushan' in
2010. She received 'Pandit Omkarnath Award' from the Government of Gujarat in 1990;
'Kalidas Samman' from the Government of Madhya Pradesh in 2003; 'Tagore Ratna' from
the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2012; 'Guru Gopinath National Natya Puraskar'
from the Government of Kerala in 2021. She has been conferred with honorary Doctorate
by the ITM University, Gwalior in 2021. She has been on the advisory board for significant
institutes like the Council International de la Dance (CID, Paris), Sangeet Natak Akademi
(New Delhi), Kalakshetrab (Chennai), Kathak Kendra (New Delhi), Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (New Delhi).

5. Smt. Lakhia passed away on 12" April, 2025.
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el fyfe aRaam (\RoTiuRia)

ST IR STREAT U URIE HUD JINTHT & fS-TeT TaseR 981 A 31 6T T HRIR IET |

2) 17 95, 1930 BT ST, ST ATRIAT =1 SeATeldTe f[Aafdenad | HiY fag # e urg | 93 @t
STD] ATAT 17 a9 D1 SH H FAN A Y s, STd YRIg 9RAG Teiep #1 XM AT = S8 370 el & v H
AT (1T BT IRTa T, S97ab 1ol S8l §IFIIT WR BT FHYT (ohaT 3R S S99 31gHd F I8 & U U
T GREDIT AR 3 &5 # I Aot Hfiagdr &1 Hia @Y | 32 #ff I IR el dg, T3 faeetl §
HET o #1 2 HERTST 511 A HeAh H AN D! RIET o & ol qRT WRBR Bl Bragir fAed! |

3. TR W D ST H T TR & A1 TINT & HU § Ueb ol AR ABhel BRI D 918, SNHA
SIRGAT =1 Thel HATHR & WY H AT HRIR BISHR 1964 H IEACIAG H HEH T g Yo (bal, STal
SR AU STl R GRS Bl AP o DI qbi1p, Tl AR I B [ADRT UR dfed (a7 | I/
BAD B [T U T TART H IHD! TTI0T IR HER BT TBHH TAT Yo UPR b QAN & T & Dbl
H IIRIPR I 9RA & AHISTD A—d H 3R ARSI TR W HATg db Ugard 3R IR B A=
AT HeTrall H g9 $HD] ST I QeI | S6i+ U B3| Bl U HoR fa-rerdl § ufRrer fbar ik
I HEG H 1973 H DIRIMTHI AR T (SIS w BT | ITDI UG B dTell DU bard o Gl
R H (AT ¥ 1fd <2 H) a8 U9 R SR fham 2, STel 39 iTaliad] &) daRit 3R YRG! AT al
ARTEAT 7l & | Harg 7 oW 3IR SHD! BIRAUTH] H U Aol GRCHIT AT U H2Adh I et Bl
T AT AW QAT B | H&H I D5 I HAF T el Bl HEFT & ARIH | 9RT BT BEl ST Jad w4
fearg |

4. S RaaT BI 1987 # ‘UgH S’ 3R 2010 F "UGH YUY | FHAIG fhaT TAT 4T | I 1990 H
ORI ARBR I U ABRATT YREBR, 2003 H HLI T WRBR A ‘BIfelar’d FHI, 2012 H Dol
T AATCH ABTH I SR I’ 3R 2021 H DRl TRBR A T MU I Aee RIBR' Al | ST
2021 ¥ 3MsEIUH fasafdenery, TaferaR = Sideve P AT SUIS I FH1d 5T | 98 BreRicl g9 d
S o S (Hlenss!, uRkw), Fifid e rdbreHl (78 facel), Holed (I+1s), AP dg (8 faoel), sfea
HISRIA BR Heavel Releid (78 fIeell) S Agqul ¥l & FATRHR ars 1 &l o |

5. 12 378eT, 2025 BT N ATRIAT BT = 81 1T |
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