
SMT. KUMUDINI LAKHIA POSTHUMOUS ( )

 Smt. Kumudini Lakhia was a renowned Kathak dancer having a career in dance 
spanning over seventy-five years. 

2. Born on 17  May, 1930, Smt. Lakhia received her education in Agriculture Science  th

from University in Allahabad. A journey in dance came to her accidentally at the age of 17 
when the famous Indian dancer Shri Ram Gopal offered her a role as his partner; with him 
she toured the world and it was this experience which laid the foundation for a holistic 
approach to dance and a life-time commitment to this field. She received the Government of 
India scholarship to take further training in kathak from the legendary guru Shri Shambhu 
Maharaj ji at the Sri Ram Bhartiya Kala Kendra, New Delhi. 

3. After a long and successful career as a dancer with performances in over fifty  
countries, Smt. Lakhia chose to give up her career as a solo performer to start the 
Kadamb Dance Centre in Ahmedabad in 1964, where she focused her energies and vision 
on the development of the technique, vocabulary, and repertoire of the Kathak dance. 
From a rural and temple background and a stigma of the notch, she has in her long 
endeavor for Kathak elevated its place in the social fabric of India and internationally and 
given it its rightful place in the ancient classical arts of India. With the help of her 
students whom she trained in a rigorous routine, she started choreography and dance 
designing in 1973. Her performing company Kadamb has toured extensively around the 
world (in more than forty countries) where it has received critical acclaim and 
connoisseur's appreciation. An intelligent approach in the themes and its choreography 
Kadamb has provided a new dimension to the Kathak dance form. Kadamb Centre for 
Dance embodies the India story through her story of Kathak as a dance form.

4. Smt. Lakhia was conferred with 'Padma Shri' in 1987 and 'Padma Bhushan' in  
2010. She received 'Pandit Omkarnath Award' from the Government of Gujarat in 1990; 
'Kalidas Samman' from the Government of Madhya Pradesh in 2003; 'Tagore Ratna' from 
the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2012; 'Guru Gopinath National Natya Puraskar' 
from the Government of Kerala in 2021. She has been conferred with honorary Doctorate 
by the ITM University, Gwalior in 2021. She has been on the advisory board for significant 
institutes like the Council International de la Dance (CID, Paris), Sangeet Natak Akademi 
(New Delhi), Kalakshetrab (Chennai), Kathak Kendra (New Delhi), Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (New Delhi).

5. Smt. Lakhia passed away on 12 April  th , 2025. 

Padma Vibhushan



 Jherh dqeqfnuh ykf[k;k ,d çfl) dFkd ùR;kaxuk FkÈ ftudk ipgÙkj o"kks± ls vfèkd dk ùR; dfj;j jgk A

2 ]-  17 eÃ] 1930 dks tUeh  Jherh ykf[k;k us bykgkckn foÜofo|ky; ls —f"k foKku esa f'k{kk ikÃA u`R; dh 
mudh ;k=k 17 o"kZ dh mez esa la;ksx ls 'kq: gqÃ] tc çfl) Hkkjrh; urZd Jh jke xksiky us mUgsa vius lkFkh ds :i esa 
Hkwfedk fuHkkus dk çLrko fn;k( muds lkFk mUgksaus nqfu;k Hkj dk Hkze.k fd;k vkSj muds bl vuqHko us uR̀; ds çfr ,d 
lexz –f"Vdks.k vkSj bl {ks= esa mudh vkthou çfrc)rk dh uÈo j[khA mUgsa Jh jke Hkkjrh; dyk dsaæ] uÃ fnYyh esa 
egku xq# Jh 'kaHkw egkjkt th ls dFkd esa vkxs dh f'k{kk ysus ds fy, Hkkjr ljdkj dh Nk=of̀Ùk feyhA

3- ipkl ls vfèkd ns'kksa esa ùR; çLrqfr;ksa ds lkFk uR̀;kaxuk ds :i esa ,d yacs vkSj lQy dfj;j ds ckn] Jherh 
ykf[k;k us ,dy dykdkj ds :i esa viuk dfj;j NksM+dj 1964 esa vgenkckn esa dnEc ùR; dsaæ 'kq: fd;k] tgka 
mUgksaus viuh ÅtkZ vkSj –f"V dks dFkd uR̀; dh rduhd] 'kCnkoyh vkSj çLrqfr ds fodkl ij dsafær fd;kA mUgksaus 
dFkd ds fy, vius yacs ç;kl esa mldh xzkeh.k vkSj eafnj dh i`"BHkwfe rFkk ,d çdkj ds nsonkfl;ksa ds ùR; ds dyad 
ls mckjdj mls Hkkjr ds lkekftd rkus&ckus esa vkSj varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij ÅapkÃ rd igqapk;k vkSj Hkkjr dh çkphu 
'kkL=h; dykvksa esa bls bldk mfpr LFkku fnyk;kA mUgksaus vius Nk=ksa dks ,d dBksj fnup;kZ esa çf'kf{kr fd;k vkSj 
mudh enn ls 1973 esa dksfj;ksxzkQh vkSj ùR; fMtkbÇux 'kq: dhA mudh çn'kZu djus okyh daiuh dnEc us nqfu;k 
Hkj esa ¼pkyhl ls vfèkd ns'kksa esa½ cM+s iSekus ij nkSjk fd;k gS] tgka bls vkykspdksa dh rkjhQ vkSj ikj[kh yksxksa dh 
ljkguk feyh gSA dnEc us Fkhe vkSj mldh dksfj;ksxzkQh esa ,d cqf)eRrkiw.kZ –f"Vdks.k ykrs gq, dFkd u`R; 'kSyh dks 
,d u;k vk;ke fn;k gSA dnEc ùR; dsaæ us dFkd ùR; 'kSyh dh dgkuh ds ekè;e ls Hkkjr dh dgkuh dks ewrZ :i 
fn;k gSA

4 A - Jherh ykf[k;k dks 1987 esa *in~e Jh* vkSj 2010 esa *in~e Hkw"k.k* ls lEekfur fd;k x;k Fkk mUgsa 1990 esa 
xqtjkr ljdkj ls *iafMr vksadkjukFk iqjLdkj*] 2003 esa eè; çns'k ljdkj ls *dkfynkl lEeku*] 2012 esa dsaæh; 
laxhr ukVd vdkneh ls *VSxksj jRu* vkSj 2021 esa dsjy ljdkj ls *xq# xksihukFk jk"Vªh; ukVî iqjLdkj* feykA mUgsa 
2021 esa vkÃVh,e foÜofo|ky;] Xokfy;j us M‚DVjsV dh ekun mikfèk ls lEekfur fd;kA og dkmafly baVjus'kuy 
Ms yk Mkal ¼lhvkÃMh] isfjl½] laxhr ukVd vdkneh ¼uÃ fnYyh½] dyk{ks= ¼psUuÃ½] dFkd dsaæ ¼uÃ fnYyh½] bafM;u 
dkmafly Q‚j dYpjy fjys'kal ¼uÃ fnYyh½ tSls egRoiw.kZ laLFkkuksa ds lykgdkj cksMZ esa jgh FkÈ A

5- 12 vçSy] 2025 dks Jherh ykf[k;k dk fuèku gks x;k A
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